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Transition Policy
Statement of Intent

At Bishopthorpe Preschool Playgroup we want all children to feel confident and happy about the transition between our Playgroup and their school or alternative setting. 

Aim

We aim to ensure that all our children experience a smooth transition from Bishopthorpe Playgroup to their chosen Reception class or alternative setting so that children feel comfortable, calm and well adjusted: to enable the pace and quality of their learning to be maintained and to enable them to continue to make good progress.

Procedures

From Bishopthorpe Playgroup to school

· Transitions are not overlooked or left to chance, but thought about and planned in advance.
· We maintain good relationships with our main feeder school (Bishopthorpe Infant School) which almost all our children go on to attend.
· We visit the infant school to watch their Christmas show with the children who are due to start school the following September.
· We arrange at least 4 visits by the reception teachers and teaching assistants from each reception class to Playgroup. During the visit the teachers observe and meet the children and talk to the staff regarding child development.
· We ensure that parents know the dates of the visits so they can speak to their children about the teachers visit.
· Occasionally children start at other schools and we try to ensure that a visit to us or to them takes place.
· We arrange a visit to the school for the children with playgroup staff.
· We talk to the children as part of our pre-school session about starting school and any worries are discussed and practical skills practiced (E.g. turn taking, getting changed for PE, lining up)
· We arrange a visit from the reception children at Bishopthorpe Infants to come back and play with the playgroup children so they are at ease with older children.
· We display photos of our leavers in their uniform for our remaining children to see to keep continuity between school and playgroup.
· The Manager and Deputy Managers hold a meeting with the reception teachers to ensure information  is shared to aid settling in and to hand over transfer reports, EYFS trackers and any additional, relevant information including any MAO ( My Agreed Outcome) Plans and SEND information.
· There is a high professional regard for the information to and from the new setting.
· Parents/carers are given the opportunity to ‘opt out’ of reports and transition records being transferred to a child’s next setting.
· The manager and deputy attend regular ‘Partnership Meetings’ between local child minders, Playgroup, Infant School, and After School Club, where general transition and related issues are routinely discussed.
· In October, a member of staff will visit the children in Bishopthorpe Infant school to see how they have settled at school and discuss any areas of concern that can be addressed for the following year’s intake.
· The Manager and EYFS leader from Bishopthorpe Infant School attend termly Partnership training organised by York City Council
From Bishopthorpe Playgroup to another Preschool setting

· Where children leave to move to another Pre-school setting, before school age, a summative report and their development tracker will either be passed directly to their new setting by their key person or will be given to the parent/carer to pass on.

· If a child is on our SEND register then MAO (My Agreed Outcome) Plans and relevant documentation will be shared with the SENCO at the child’s new setting along with their report and development tracker.

Equal Opportunities and Inclusion

· The children and parents are actively involved in the process and their perceptions about transition are explored and valued.

· For children with additional needs and those on our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities register, extra visits to school can be arranged with their key person or the setting SENCO (Julie Morris).

· MAO (My Agreed Outcome) Plans, professional reports and recommendations will be shared to ensure continuity of care between settings. 

· When appropriate, resources will be shared between Playgroup and the Infant school if beneficial to a particular child.

· All staff are aware of the school transition systems that are currently in place and encouraged to regularly review them at supervision sessions.

This Policy was adopted at a meeting of                                         Bishopthorpe Preschool Playgroup
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Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements 





3.2. Providers must take all necessary steps to keep children safe and well. The requirements in this section explain what early years providers must do to: safeguard children; ensure the suitability of adults who have contact with children; promote good health; manage behaviour; and maintain records, policies and procedures.
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